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The Earlham Academy 
A Quaker Founded Institution of Iowa, 1893-1923,  

by Ronald Myers 

August 1966 

Ronald Myers wrote this document, THE EARLHAM ACADEMY, in 1966. There wasn’t a digital copy, but 
the pages were captured by scanning them. Optical character recognition could have been used to 
convert the scanned copy of the page to TEXT.  

However, since I am learning to use Google’s NotebookLM research tool, I thought this document would 
be a great project to see how NotebookLM works.  NotebookLM does many things, including extracting 
text from printed pages such as this, and can create a transcript from videos. I wondered how it would do 
when extracting text with this document.  To test that, I made a PDF document holding all the scanned 
pages which follow. I then pulled that PDF file into a NotebookLM project.   

The first, and perhaps most astounding thing NotebookLM did was a very accurate optical character 
recognition of the entire document. All the text in all the following examples comes from this 
NotebookLM project. I did not type anything! 
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Briefing Document: The Earlham Academy (1893-1923) 
Document Title: Review of Excerpts from "The Earlham Academy.pdf" by Ronald Myers (August, 1966) 

Date: October 26, 2023 

Prepared by: Gemini AI 

Overview: This briefing document summarizes the key themes, important ideas, and factual information 
presented in the provided excerpts from Ronald Myers' "The Earlham Academy: A Quaker Founded 
Institution of Iowa, 1893-1923." The document covers the founding and development of the town of 
Earlham and the Academy, the nature of the Academy's curriculum and student life, its unification with 
the public school system, its eventual closing, and its impact on the surrounding community. 

Key Themes and Important Ideas/Facts: 

I. The Founding and Development of Earlham, Iowa: 

• Location and Early Settlement: Earlham is located in the northwest corner of Madison County, 
Iowa. Prior to 1847, the area was primarily inhabited by trappers and traders. Later, many settlers 
migrated from Indiana, drawn partly by Quaker influences. 

• Purpose of Settlement: Earlham's existence was facilitated by the construction of the Chicago, 
Rock Island, and Pacific Railroad through Iowa in 1868. The town was established for the purpose 
of a rail center on the main line between Des Moines, Iowa, and Omaha, Nebraska. 

• Naming the Town: Several names were suggested for the town, but "Earlham" was chosen. This 
selection was favored by Mrs. Milton Wilson and was derived from Earlham College in Richmond, 
Indiana, a Friends school. This name reflected the community's Quaker background and the 
intention of establishing a similar institution in the new town. 

• Growth and Development: The year 1870 marked a period of rapid growth for Earlham following 
its incorporation. By 1890, the population had reached six hundred and thirty persons. However, 
by 1873, the town's population had slightly declined as plans for Earlham to become the most 
important rail center in central Iowa did not fully materialize. Despite this, the town continued to 
grow, and by 1871, the first public school building was completed. 
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II. The Founding of the Earlham Friends Academy: 

• Background and Motivation: The establishment of the Earlham Friends Academy was deeply 
rooted in Quaker tradition, where it was "common practice in a Quaker settlement that a church 
and school be built simultaneously." The Friends community in Earlham and the surrounding area 
felt the need for educational opportunities beyond the elementary level for their young people. 

• Development of the Academy: In the late 1880s, the idea of a Quaker secondary school in 
Earlham was revived. A board of trustees was formed, including prominent citizens, who worked 
to approve plans and solicit funds. Reasons for needing such an institution included the perceived 
inadequacy of the existing public school system in providing advanced education beyond the 
eighth grade and the desire to offer a private, Quaker-influenced education to students both within 
and outside the local district. 

• Financing and Construction: Financing the Academy was a significant task, but the entire 
amount was raised through the solicitation of funds from local Friends. The construction of the 
building began in 1890 and cost between $10,000 and $12,000. The Academy was situated on ten 
acres of ground, and the building was a two-story structure containing recitation rooms, a music 
room, a library, two assembly rooms, a furnace room, kitchen, and dining room. Construction was 
completed in 1891, and the Academy opened for the fall term in 1892. 

• Administration and Organization: The Earlham Friends Academy was opened in the fall of 1892. 
A board was selected to direct the affairs of the school. The first faculty selected included C.B. 
Pickrell as principal, who had previous experience in public schools, and teachers for 
mathematics, science, Latin, grammar, English, and vocal music. Enrollment in the first year was 
"remarkably large." 

• Nature of the Curriculum: In its early years, the Academy aimed to provide grades nine through 
twelve. By 1892, a curriculum offering academic and preparatory courses was established. The 
academic course was designed to prepare students for professions and/or college, requiring two 
years of study for the academic and the preparatory. Subjects included Algebra, Latin, Rhetoric, 
Essay, Geometry, General History, Caesar, Political Science, Trigonometry, Literature, Christian 
Studies, American Government, Economics, and Bookkeeping. Music was also an important part 
of the curriculum, with instruction in piano, harmony, voice culture, and sight reading. 

• Continuity of the Academy: Despite changes in principals and faculty over the years, the 
Academy continued to operate. Enrollment fluctuated, experiencing periods of growth and 
decline. The curriculum also evolved to meet the needs of the students and the community. 

• Unification with the Public School System: By 1900, financial difficulties made it apparent that 
the Academy could not continue without a different source of revenue. The board of directors 
discussed the possibility of uniting the Academy with the public school system. A proposal was 
made to the district board, requesting that the local board take over the operation of the Academy 
on a trial basis for one year. Following a special election in March 1901, the proposal was 
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overwhelmingly approved, and the Academy became the possession of the public school district. 
This unification significantly improved the educational system by maintaining the Academy's 
established educational standards and curriculum. 

• Closing of the Academy: The provided excerpts do not detail the specific reasons or exact date of 
the Academy's final closing. However, the narrative shifts to its integration with the public school 
system, suggesting that the Earlham Academy as a separate entity ceased to exist at some point 
after the unification. 

III. Effects on the Town of Earlham and Surrounding Area: 

• Educational Influence: The founding and operation of the Earlham Academy significantly 
impacted the educational landscape of the town and surrounding area. It provided advanced 
educational opportunities that were initially lacking in the public school system. The Academy 
also attracted students from outside the immediate district, contributing to a more diverse 
student body. 

• Community Hub: The Academy served as a social center for the community, hosting 
commencement exercises, baccalaureate services, and other events that drew large crowds. Its 
athletic and musical programs also fostered community engagement and pride. 
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IV. Religious Aspects of the Academy: 

• While founded by the Friends Church, the Academy was not strictly a religiously oriented school. 
Religious facilities were available, and the school day was marked with some religious 
implications, including morning chapel services. However, there were no specific requirements in 
regard to religious subjects as part of the course of study. After unification with the public school 
system, the school gained a "more liberal atmosphere." 

V. Extra-Curricular Activities: 

• The Academy fostered a vibrant extra-curricular environment, including athletic programs (though 
initially not highly emphasized due to religious convictions), and a strong music program. The 
Academy maintained one of the largest school orchestras in the state, and musical training was 
offered to all students free of charge. 

Quotes from the Original Sources: 

• On the founding of Quaker settlements: "It was common practice in a Quaker settlement that a 
church and school be built simultaneously." (Chapter II) 

• On the reason for establishing the Academy: "Many Friends felt that the creation of an academy 
would remedy this situation by affording a high school education to students not only of the 
Earlham area, but to students outside of the district as well." (Chapter II) 

• On the naming of the town: "The selection was derived from Earlham College of Richmond, 
Indiana, a Friends school and this was a community settled by Quakers." (Chapter I) 

• On the unification: "The purchase was made and the Academy became the possession of the 
public school district." (Chapter II) 

• On the music program: "During its time, the Academy had the distinction of maintaining one of the 
largest school orchestras in the state. Every student in the Academy was given musical training 
free of charge and could join the chorus, band, or orchestra." (Chapter III) 

Summary and Conclusions: 

The Earlham Academy, a Quaker-founded institution, played a crucial role in the development of 
education in Earlham, Iowa, from 1893 to its unification with the public school system after 1901. Driven 
by the Quaker emphasis on education and the perceived need for advanced schooling beyond the 
elementary level, the Academy provided a valuable service to the community and attracted students 
from a wider area. Despite facing financial challenges, the Academy maintained relatively high academic 
standards and fostered a rich extra-curricular life. The eventual unification with the public school system 
marked a significant moment, allowing the continuation of quality secondary education within the 
community. While the excerpts do not cover the final closing of the Academy in detail, they highlight its 
important legacy in shaping the educational landscape of Earlham. 
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Asking questions about this history 
Once you have documents like this loaded into your NotebookLM project, you can then ask questions. 

For example, when asked, “How did the Quaker community influence the Earlham Academy?”, the 
following answer was generated: 

“How did the Quaker community influence the Earlham Academy?” 

The Quaker community significantly influenced the Earlham Academy from its very beginning. The title of 
the document itself, "The Earlham Academy: A Quaker Founded Institution of Iowa 1893-1923", clearly 
indicates this fundamental connection. 

The background for the establishment of educational facilities is described as deeply embedded in 
Quaker tradition. There was a prevailing concept within the Quaker settlement that a church and school 
should be built simultaneously. The Friends of the Earlham community and adjacent area were quite 
anxious to have educational opportunities beyond the elementary level available for those who sought 
them. Their efforts ultimately led to the realization of this contention. 

In 1890, the Quaker influence in the community became evident in the field of education once again 
through the efforts of local interested members of the Friends Church. This led to the building and 
operation of the town's two schools, with the dream of visualized Earlham having, in part, become a 
reality. The Friends Church essentially gave the town two schools. 

The original intent for the Academy was to be a private institution for the Quakers. 

Even though the Academy later unified with the public school system, religious aspects related to its 
Quaker origins were still present. While there were no specific requirements regarding the religious 
background of students, the school day was marked with some religious implications, and chapel 
services were held each morning in the main assembly room. All students were required to attend, 
and strict study habits were encouraged, with any deviation being grounds for dismissal. 

The Quakers' background in the community was responsible for the establishment of the Academy. 
The Academy offered a student a well-rounded education which was not uncommon at the time. The 
financial difficulties of the Academy ultimately led the Friends to completely abolish any intent of seeking 
the ultimate goal of making Earlham a college town. The financial status of the school became so 
strained that it was necessary to eventually sell the facilities and building to the public school system. 
This move toward unification greatly improved the educational system by maintaining many rigid Quaker 
procedures which were instituted in the Academy and which had proved worthwhile. For instance, the 
requirements for the selection of study were such as to provide a student with an outstanding 
background preparation either for college or the professions. 

The Quaker background is subsiding in the Earlham area as is the history of the old Academy. The 
institution is a relic of the past mostly unknown by those who live there. However, the mergence of the 
Earlham Academy with the public schools represents a true picture of the procedures which 
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happened in many other midwestern communities, and it is a story of educational history that should 
not be forgotten. 

“What subjects comprised the Academy's curriculum?” 

The curriculum of the Earlham Academy was structured to provide two courses of study: the academic 
and the preparatory. 

The academic course was a four-year program. The subjects included: 

• First Year:  

o Fall Term: Algebra, Latin, Rhetoric, Essay 

o Winter Term: Algebra, Rhetoric, Latin, Essay 

o Spring Term: Algebra, Latin, Grammar Reviewed, Essay 

• Second Year:  

o Fall Term: Algebra, Greek, General History, Essay 

o Winter Term: Geometry, Caesar, General History, Essay 

o Spring Term: Geometry, Botany, General History, Essay 

• Third Year:  

o Fall Term: Geometry, German, Zoology, Elective 

o Winter Term: German, Physics, Cicero, Elective 

o Spring Term: German, Virgil, English History, Elective 

• Fourth Year:  

o Fall Term: Virgil, Geology, English, Elective 

o Winter Term: Literature, Political Science, Trigonometry, Elective 

o Spring Term: Christian Studies, Literature, Elective 

Electives in the third and fourth years consisted of courses in American Government, Economics, and 
Bookkeeping. Music was also optional for students, with enrollment numbers suggesting considerable 
interest. Instruction was given in piano, harmony, voice culture, and sight reading. 

The preparatory course was a two-year program. The subjects included: 

• First Year:  

o Fall Term: Arithmetic, Grammar, Geography, Reading and Spelling 

o Winter Term: Arithmetic, Grammar, U.S. History, Reading 
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o Spring Term: Arithmetic, Grammar, U.S. History, Reading and Spelling 

• Second Year:  

o Fall Term: Arithmetic, U.S. History, Grammar, Physiology 

o Winter Term: Civil Government, Geography, Arithmetic, Orthography 

o Spring Term: Arithmetic, Grammar, Physical Geography, Rhetoricals 

The Academy's curriculum aimed to prepare students for a profession or for those seeking to enter 
college. The latter course required only two years of study and was designed to prepare a student for a 
commercial occupation. 

After the unification with the public school system, the curriculum of the Academy consisted of the 
following subjects: Psychology, Political Economics, Latin, Rhetoric, Arithmetic, American History, 
Botany, Algebra, Physics, Physical Geography, Civil Government, and the commercial studies. The 
required length of study to complete this program ranged from one to two years, depending on the 
student's progress. 
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Timeline 
NotebookLM will also create a timeline for the documents in the project.  

Here is a detailed timeline of the main events covered in the excerpts provided from "The Earlham 
Academy" and a cast of characters with brief bios: 

Detailed Timeline of Main Events: 

• 1851: Township lines are drawn, and the name Madison is given to the settlement after President 
James Madison. The greater part of the town lies in Madison township. 

• Prior to 1847: The area that would become Earlham has only a few white settlers, mainly trappers 
and traders. 

• By 1868: Businesses begin to appear in the area that will become Earlham as the town is 
established for the purpose of a rail center on the mainline between Des Moines, Iowa, and 
Omaha, Nebraska. 

• Winter of 1868-1869: Two lumber companies establish centers in Earlham and furnish materials 
for building houses and business concerns. 

• 1869: Five months after the first stake was driven, thirty-five dwellings are completed. Seth Wilson 
builds the first entertainment center, calling it the Earlham House. 

• Fall of 1869: The name "Earlham" is chosen for the town, suggested by Mrs. Milton Wilson and 
favored because it derived from Earlham College in Richmond, Indiana, a Friends school, 
reflecting the Quaker community's intention to establish a similar institution. 

• March 30, 1870: A petition is filed in the District Court asking for the incorporation of Earlham as a 
town. The petition contains forty-one signatures. 

• April 26, 1870: An election is held on the question of incorporation, and the results are favorable. 

• 1870: The year is considered one of rapid growth and development for the new community. The 
enumerated population of Earlham is 222. Two churches (Presbyterian and Conservative Friends), 
plans for a third church (Methodist), and a bank are completed. Other businesses and institutions 
begin to appear. 

• 1871: The first public school is opened. Because no building is yet available, classes are held in 
the basement of the Friends Church. The first public school building of brick and native limestone 
is completed and located one block east of the business district. Miss Mattie Newby is the first 
teacher. 

• By 1873: The population of Earlham has slightly declined to 220 persons. 

• 1884: The Earlham Gazette, the town's first newspaper, acquires its first press. The first editions 
are published near Stuart and distributed in Earlham. 
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• 1890: The Quaker influence in the community becomes evident in education again. Local 
interested members of the Friends Church build and operate the town's two schools. 
Construction of the Earlham Academy building begins. 

• 1890-1891: Construction of the Earlham Academy is completed. The building is considered the 
most modern structure in the county at the time of completion in 1891, and preparations are 
made for the opening of the fall term in 1892. The cost of construction ranges from $10,000 to 
$12,000. The Academy is situated on ten acres of ground. 

• Fall of 1892: The Earlham Friends Academy opens. A board of directors is selected to direct the 
affairs of the school. The first faculty is selected for the opening term. Enrollment during the first 
year is remarkably large, with fifty-one students registered by the beginning of the final quarter. 

• May 1896: The first commencement exercises are held. Two students, Harry Hill and Nettie 
Stanford, complete the necessary academic work and qualify for diplomas. 

• May 19, 1897: The second annual commencement exercise is held in the Academy assembly 
room. Reverend Rosenberger, president of William Penn College, is the principal speaker. Miss 
McCarroll presents diplomas to the graduating students. 

• 1897: The Reverend H. Edward McGrew replaces Miss McCarroll as principal of the school. Jessie 
Perisho assists him, teaching mathematics and science. Amos Pickrell, a former graduate, 
remains on the faculty. 

• 1899: In Miss Nellie Woods replaces Reverend McGrew as principal. Miss Edith Hunt assists her. 
Financial difficulties plague the continuation of the school. 

• August 14, 1900: The board of directors discusses the possibility of uniting the facilities of the 
Academy with those of the public school system. A proposition is received from the district board 
for a review. 

• August 16, 1900: At a special meeting, the board discusses the proposition of unification. A vote 
is taken, and it is unanimously decided that the Academy proposition should be accepted. 

• February 25, 1901: Professor W.H. Monroe reports that the Academy board of directors has 
agreed to sell the Academy building and grounds to the public system for a total of eight thousand 
dollars. 

• March 11, 1901: A special election is held on the proposal before the public, and the results are 
favorable, with one hundred and ninety-five votes in favor and forty-one opposed. The purchase is 
made, and the Academy becomes the possession of the public school district. 

• 1901-1902: The Academy experiences one of its most successful years under the direction of 
Professor Monroe. Student enrollment increases to more than fifty students. 

• By 1908: Tuition costs have increased. 
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• By 1907: The Academy pioneers the athletic program in Madison County. 

• 1908: One hundred and fifty students are enrolled at the Academy, over half of whom are non-
resident students. Forty-eight students graduate. 

• 1914: Fourteen students receive diplomas. 

• Around 1915: A photograph shows the main assembly room of the Academy Building. 

• 1923: The period covered by this document ends. The Bell Memorial would be erected by the 
Alumni later, between 1934-1954. 

Cast of Characters and Brief Bios: 

• James Madison: (Mentioned) The fourth President of the United States. The original settlement 
was named Madison after him in 1851. 

• Seth Wilson: Built the first entertainment center in Earlham in 1869, called the Earlham House. 

• Mrs. Milton Wilson: Suggested the name "Earlham" for the town in the fall of 1869, inspired by 
Earlham College, a Quaker institution in Indiana. 

• Miss Mattie Newby: The first teacher of the public school in Earlham, which opened in 1871 and 
initially held classes in the basement of the Friends Church. 

• John J. Mendenhall: A prominent farmer and citizen of the Bear Creek community north of 
Earlham, noted as a member of the board of trustees involved in reviving the idea of a Quaker 
secondary school in the late 1880s. 

• Mark Hill: A local banker in Earlham and a representative involved in the movement to establish 
the Academy. He donated the site for the building for the sum of one dollar. 

• Louisa Knudson: Represented the Earlham Friends in the efforts to establish the Academy. 

• A.P. Callison, Cummings, Iowa; Elizabeth Hollingsworth, Stuart, Iowa; Mrs. G.M. Stanton, 
Earlham; Mark Hill, Earlham; and P.W.M. Hadley all of Earlham; Clinton Cummins, Paton, 
Iowa; Reverend John Pennington, Oskaloosa, Iowa; S.E. Lewis, Redfield, Iowa; and Eli 
Compton, Dexter, Iowa: Members of the board of directors of the Earlham Friends Academy. 

• John Pennington: Reverend, served as the president of the board of directors of the Earlham 
Friends Academy. 

• Mrs. C.M. Stanton: Served as the secretary of the Earlham Friends Academy board. 

• C.B. Johnson: Served as the treasurer of the Earlham Friends Academy board. 

• C.B. Pickrell: Appointed principal of the Earlham Friends Academy for the opening term in 1892. 
Had previously served in public schools and was also assigned to teach mathematics and 
science. 
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• Eda M. Haskell: Hired to teach Latin, Grammar, and English. 

• Mr. G.A. Wirtz: Taught instrumental and vocal music. 

• Ellen Hill: Remained a member of the staff and taught elocution and Delsarte. 

• Deborah Pennington, Latin, Grammar, and English; Olda Adams, Piano and Organ; Ruth 
Joyce, Art; and Frank White, Guitar and Violin: Members of the faculty for the second year of the 
Academy (after C.B. Pickrell). 

• Mr. J.A. Beard: Replaced James Beard as principal for the 1895-1896 school year. 

• Miss Etta McCarroll: Elected by the board of directors to teach Latin, Grammar, and Literature. 
She was appointed principal following the unification with the public school system. 

• Bertha M. Beard: Taught English and History. 

• Idah Harris and Mabel Wagner: Served as the music instructors. 

• Ida Harper: Art instructor. 

• Ella Hill: Elocution instructor. 

• James Beard: Principal before being replaced by Mr. J.A. Beard. 

• Professor Francis K. Jones: Assisted Miss McCarroll. Taught Mathematics, Science, and 
Psychology. 

• Belle Stonbecker: Elocution instructor for the term. 

• Helene Searle: Music instructor. 

• Dr. Edwin Day: Lecturer on Physiology and Hygiene. 

• Reverend Rosenberger: President of William Penn College, Oskaloosa, Iowa, served as the 
principal speaker at the second annual commencement in 1897. 

• S.E. Lewis: President of the board of directors who presented diplomas at the 1897 
commencement. 

• Reverend H. Edward McGrew: Replaced Miss McCarroll as principal in 1897. 

• Jessie Perisho: Assisted Reverend McGrew and taught Mathematics and Science. 

• Amos Pickrell: A former graduate of the Academy, remained a faculty member. 

• Miss Nellie Woods: Replaced Reverend McGrew as principal in 1899. 

• Miss Edith Hunt: Assisted Miss Woods as principal. 
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• Professor W.H. Monroe: Named principal of the public schools for two previous years, also 
assigned as principal administrator of the Earlham Academy after its unification with the public 
school system. He also taught Arithmetic and Science. 

• Alice Starbuck: Taught English and Grammar in the public school system after unification. 

• May C. Monroe: Wife of Professor Monroe, taught in the music department along with Oscar 
Bogue. 

• Oscar Bogue: Taught in the music department along with May C. Monroe. 

• E.M. Crosswait: President of the board of education who delivered the commencement address 
in 1904. 

This timeline and cast of characters should provide a detailed overview of the main events and people 
involved in the history of the Earlham Academy based on the excerpts provided. 
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Mind Maps 
NotebookLM can produce Mind Maps from your documents to show relationships between concepts, 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
These frequently asked questions were automatically generated by NotebookLM. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions about The Earlham Academy 

1. What was The Earlham Academy and when did it operate? The Earlham Academy was a Quaker-
founded educational institution located in Earlham, Iowa. It operated from 1893 to 1923, providing 
secondary education to the local community and beyond. The Academy aimed to offer a well-rounded 
education rooted in Quaker values. 

2. What were the primary reasons for establishing The Earlham Academy? The establishment of the 
Academy was driven by several factors, including the desire among the Quaker community in Earlham to 
provide educational opportunities beyond the elementary level for their children. The existing public 
school system was not always perceived as sufficient for advanced studies, and Friends felt a need for a 
school that reflected their religious and moral principles. The Academy was also intended to serve 
students from the surrounding rural areas who lacked access to secondary education. 

3. What was the initial curriculum offered at The Earlham Academy? In its early years, the Academy 
offered two main courses of study: the academic course and the preparatory course. The academic 
course, spanning four years, included subjects such as Algebra, Latin, Rhetoric, Geometry, German, 
Physics, Literature, Political Science, Trigonometry, English History, and Christian Studies. The 
preparatory course was designed for students needing foundational work before entering the academic 
course and included Arithmetic, Grammar, Geography, Reading and Spelling, U.S. History, Civil 
Government, Physiology, and Orthography. Over time, electives like American Government, Economics, 
and Bookkeeping were also introduced. 

4. How was The Earlham Academy administered and organized? The Earlham Friends Academy was 
overseen by a board of trustees, comprised of prominent citizens and Friends from the community. This 
board was responsible for approving plans, soliciting funds, and directing the affairs of the school. The 
Academy had a principal who was in charge of the day-to-day operations and the academic program. A 
faculty of teachers was hired to instruct the students in various subjects. The school was supported 
financially through tuition fees, donations from the Quaker community, and potentially from Quaker 
organizations elsewhere. 

5. What were the religious aspects of The Earlham Academy? As a Quaker-founded institution, 
religious influence was present at The Earlham Academy. While the facilities were available to students 
regardless of their religious background, the underlying principles and values of the school were rooted in 
Quaker tradition. The school day included some religious implications, such as chapel services held 
each morning. Strict study habits and avoidance of deviation from rules were encouraged on moral 
grounds. 
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6. What extracurricular activities were available to students? The Academy provided a range of 
extracurricular activities, including athletics and music. Although initially there wasn't a formal athletic 
program due to religious convictions, the Academy eventually established a competitive program 
involving baseball, football, and track and field, with the community's support. Music was given 
significant attention, with the Academy maintaining a large school orchestra and offering musical training 
free of charge. Students could also join the chorus and band. 

7. What factors led to the eventual unification of The Earlham Academy with the public school 
system? By 1900, financial difficulties made it challenging for The Earlham Academy to continue 
operating independently with sustained financial losses. To ensure the continuation of secondary 
education in the community, the board of directors explored the possibility of uniting the Academy with 
the public school system. A proposal was made for the local school board to take over the operation of 
the Academy on a trial basis, which was ultimately approved in a special election in 1901. This unification 
allowed the educational resources and facilities of the Academy to be integrated into the public school 
system, ensuring broader access to advanced training. 

8. What was the legacy and impact of The Earlham Academy on the town and surrounding area? 
Despite its relatively brief existence, The Earlham Academy played a significant role in the educational 
development of Earlham and its surrounding community. It provided a higher standard of education than 
what was initially available through the public schools alone, preparing students for further education 
and various professions. The Academy fostered a strong sense of community engagement in education 
and contributed to the intellectual and social life of the town. The eventual absorption of the Academy 
into the public school system ensured that the commitment to quality secondary education continued in 
Earlham, building upon the foundation laid by the Quaker institution. 

 


